


The Urban Peoples’ House Indigenous Advisory (UPHIA)
Terms of Reference

1. Acknowledgement:

We recognize and acknowledge the Esquimalt and Songhees Nations as the traditional Stewards of the lands
on which our students live and are educated. We acknowledge all parents, families and communities as the
first educators of their children. Indigenous people have a long tradition of teaching and leaming through
sharing their connections with the land and sea, and through their culture, stories and lived experiences that
are passed from generation to generation. We recognize and value the learning that children bring with them
from their homes and communities into the classroo

2. Who We Are:

The Urban Peoples’ House Indigenous Advisory (UPHIA), alongside three other Indigenous Houses, supports
the work of the Indigenous Education Department (IED). The IED provides supplementary supports to
Indigenous learners that are culturally-specific and promotes Indigenous perspectives and Ways of Knowing
in their schools. The IED provides leadership in our district to support the inclusion of Indigenous knowledge
into curriculum, teaching practices and professional learning opportunities. Everyone in our school district has
a role to play in ensuring the success of Indigenous students and in supporting all learners as they develop
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3. The Urban Peoples’ House Indigenous Advisory’s Purpose:

Our purpose is to provide community voice to the school district on behalf of urban Indigenous children and
families and ensure that voice has adequate influence. This committee is comprised of Indigenous serving
agencies, post-secondary institutions; and has seats for the Songhees and Esquimalt Nations, the Métis; an
Elder; student(s), and parent(s). Representatives of these groups are determined by the community.
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9. Office of Indigenous Academics & Community Engagement at the University of Victoria.
10. Indigenous early childhood education practitioner or educator.
School District Membership — Non-Voting Members

1. Superintendent, Greater Victoria School District No.61
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Elections for the Chair and Associate Chair will occur every 2 years.

. Subcommittees may be established from time to time. The Chairs of such committees will report to
the UPHIA Chair.
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