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Welcome to the Greater Victoria School District  

Each student within our learning community has the opportunity to fulfill their potential and pursue their aspirations. 

The Greater Victoria School District is located in the Capital Region of British Columbia. It is comprised of 48 
schools that serve the communities of Esquimalt, Oak Bay, Victoria, View Royal, and portions of Saanich and the 
Highlands. In addition, it serves Four Houses: Esquimalt Nations, Songhees Nations, the Urban Indigenous 

Peoples’ House Advisory (UPHIA) and the Métis Nations of Greater Victoria. The District is proud to provide quality 
education for more than 20,000 students in 28 elementary schools (

http://www.sd61.bc.ca/
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Early French Immersion 
(Kindergarten and Grade 1) 
Any student entering Kindergarten or 

Grade 1 can enroll in French Immersion at 

their French catchment school. French 
Immersion is a District program offered at 

nine elementary schools. No prior 

knowledge of French is expected or required, 

and transportation is the responsibility 

of parents.  

Late French Immersion (Grade 6) 

http://www.sd61.bc.ca/
http://www.sd61.bc.ca/registration
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Can We Choose to Attend a Different School 
Than Our Catchment School?  
Students wishing to attend at a school outside of their English or French catchment school 
must apply to transfer. Transfer requests can be made online when registering for 

Kindergarten, or at your current school at any grade level during the annual Student Transfer 
Process. Transfer applications are reviewed based on the Student Enrolment Priorities and 

the availability of space at the desired school. When there are fewer spaces than the number 
of applicants a lottery will take place in accordance with the Student Enrolment Priorities. 

School Catchment Pathways 
Each school belongs to a Family of Schools. The school groupings consist of school pathways where in-catchment 
students follow a determined school pathway through their transitions from elementary to middle, and middle to 
secondary. Non-catchment students no longer automatically follow the school pathway and transition to the 

catchment pathway school. If a student attends a non-catchment school in elementary or middle school, they must 
apply to transfer to their non-catchment middle or secondary school during the K-12 Student Transfer Process. 

Which Students are Accepted When Schools are Full? 
When there are more students than a school can accommodate, enrolment will be approved based on the 

following priorities: 

 

 

 

Student enrolment priorities apply to all new registrations, transfer requests, elementary to 

middle and middle to secondary transitions, for English and French programs. 

In the event space is limited and a middle or secondary school cannot accept all non-catchment 

student requests, priority will be given to those non-catchment students already in the 
determined pathway of schools over other non-catchment, non-pathway students. 

 

Newcomers to Canada 
For Refugees, Permanent Residents, and 
Ukrainian CUAET Visa holders, please set 

up a registration appointment: 

Welcome Centre 

welcomecentre@sd61.bc.ca 
250.475.4157 

 

Study or work permit holders, please visit 
our International Education website to 
begin the registration process: 

www.studyinvictoria.com 
  

Continuing Education 
Looking to improve skills, upgrade courses, graduate or 
complete pre-requisite courses for post-secondary 

schools? SJ Burnside Continuing Education Centre 

offers day and evening classes delivered through 

active, teacher-led instruction and self-paced options. 
Some courses are available tuition free for adults who 
have already graduated. 

S.J. Burnside Continuing Education Centre 498 
Cecelia Road, Victoria BC, V8T 4T5

mailto:ce@sd61.bc.ca
http://www.ce.sd61.bc.ca/
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2025–2026 School Year 
Registration Important Dates 

 

Date Items to Remember 

January 13-17, 2025 Early French Immersion Registration Week (Kindergarten and Grade 1) 

http://www.sd61.bc.ca/

